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While Jay’s career on the Hill has come to
a pause, | know he will have immense suc-
cess in all of his future endeavors.

| want to wish Jay the best of luck in his
new career. While he may no longer be on
staff in my office, Jay will always be a member
of the Team Nehls family.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. OLIVIA LEOLA TORRES
CRUZ

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Olivia
Leola Torres Cruz. Dr. Cruz was an esteemed
leader, selfless advocate, and dedicated serv-
ant to the People of Guam. Our people will
fondly remember her as a trailblazing force
that meaningfully contributed to shaping our
island’s healthcare sector and improving the
lives of countless others throughout our island.

Widely recognized for her historic achieve-
ment as Guam'’s first female CHamoru physi-
cian, Dr. Cruz navigated a path unpaved with
unwavering courage and determination. As a
young girl that had endured World War I, her
education was interrupted. Yet upon its con-
clusion she remained steadfast in her resolve
to excel in school, consistently passing bi-an-
nual examinations to elevate her grade level.
After graduating from George Washington
High School as one of its Top Ten scholars in
1953, Dr. Cruz moved thousands of miles
away from home to pursue an undergraduate
career at the University of Wisconsin. She
then continued with graduate level research
and courses in chemistry at the University of
Cincinnati and, in 1962, graduated from the
Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania.
Shortly after medical school, Dr. Cruz went on
to complete an internship at the Denver Gen-
eral Hospital in addition to residencies for in-
ternal and pulmonary medicine at the Denver
General Hospital, Herman Houston Hospital,
and Allegheny General Hospital respectively.

Though Dr. Cruz pursued her professional
education in the continental United States, she
kept her people at the forefront of her mind
and proudly held her identity as a daughter of
Guam close to her heart. In 1967 she returned
home impassioned with a mission to increase
our community’s access to medical care. From
serving at the Guam Department of Public
Health and Guam Memorial Hospital (GMH) to
collaborating with the National Institute of
Health Research Station as a consultant on
lytico-bodig research, a neurodegenerative
disease endemic to the CHamoru people, Dr.
Cruz devoted her expertise, talents, and dec-
ades of work toward standing up a system of
care that holistically addresses the needs of
our island. This commitment to community is
further demonstrated in her persistence to
serve as many people as possible by opening
her very own private practice clinic, wherein
she often provided care to those who could
least afford it, and continuing to work part time
at GMH despite having retired from govern-
ment service in 1998.

Beyond her professional capacities, Dr.
Cruz embodied a strong sense of character,
unquestioningly prioritizing others before self—
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a notable example of which was illustrated by
her heroic actions to save three individuals
who had been involved in an incident in which
a twenty-ton compactor toppled over a two-
hundred-foot cliff. Without hesitation, Dr. Cruz
climbed twenty-five feet down the face of the
cliff to render first aid to the injured operator
and had them hoisted up to the surface first.
Her personal undertaking to lead with compas-
sion is both evident over the course of her life-
time and serves an inspiring blueprint for the
many women today who similarly endeavor to
pursue a career in medicine.

Dr. Olivia Leola Torres Cruz is an icon of
servant leadership and unconditional compas-
sion who poured her heart into securing a bet-
ter health future for our people. As Women'’s
History Month and Mes CHamoru come to a
close, it is further fitting that we reflect on the
meaningful contributions of leaders like Dr.
Cruz, whose life and legacy have and con-
tinue to impact the story of our island commu-
nity. We extend our deepest condolences to
her husband, Dr. Robert Haddock, their chil-
dren, Michele and Ray, their grandchildren,
Robert, Olivia, Francisco, Carlos, Gregorio,
Stephen, and Jose, and the rest of their family
and friends, and join the People of Guam in
remembering and celebrating her life and leg-
acy of selfless service. Dr. Cruz will be deeply
missed, and her love and memories will for-
ever remain in the hearts of the People of
Guam.

REMEMBERING BRENT RENAUD

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize award-winning journalist Brent
Renaud, who was killed in Ukraine at the
hands of Russian soldiers.

Brent was a Little Rock native who traveled
around the world to share the stories and lift
the voices of individuals who otherwise may
not have been heard.

At the time of his tragic death, Brent was in
Ukraine, covering the current refugee crisis
that has developed because of Russia’s un-
warranted and illegal invasion of the sovereign
nation of Ukraine.

Brent made a difference in the Arkansas
arts community as co-founder of the Little
Rock Film Festival and serving as a mentor
within the community.

My prayers are with Brent, his family, his
friends, and all that were blessed to know him.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDGAR
WINFIELD BARCLIFF, JR.

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Edgar Winfield Barcliff, Jr. after
his passing on March 16, 2022. Edgar was a
beloved husband and family man as well as a
proud son of Newark, NJ.

Born in Newark in 1944, Edgar knew that
helping his community and those most in need
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would be his life’s work. He started off as a
young cadet in the 1960s before he passed
the examination to become an Essex County
Correction Officer in 1970. He would serve a
long and accomplished career at the Essex
County Jail in Newark. In 1986, he became
the first Correction Officer in Essex County to
receive the Officer of the Year Award. Later,
Edgar was the first Correction Officer from the
State of New Jersey to be recognized as one
of the top five Correction Officers in the coun-
try.
ryEdgar continued his exemplary record of
service when he completed a training course
for investigators at the Criminal Justice Acad-
emy’s New Jersey Division. After that, he was
appointed as an Investigator at the Internal Af-
fairs Bureau. In 1996, Edgar was promoted to
Sergeant and became a Supervisor in the In-
ternal Affairs Division of the same jail where
he began his career. He was active in New-
ark’'s West Ward Civic Organization and re-
ceived numerous awards and commendations
from federal, state, county, and municipal
agencies for his contributions.

After more than 31 years of service, Edgar
retired in 2002. But he continued his service
with several local and national law enforce-
ment organizations. He was a member of the
Board of Trustees for the New Jersey Chapter
of the National Organization of Black Law En-
forcement Executives (NOBLE) and the Na-
tional Director and Vice Chairman of the Cor-
rectional Peace Officers Foundation (CPOF).
He was committed to supporting officers and
their families as they navigated through the
very demanding law enforcement profession.
Edgar's law enforcement and volunteer work
were both personal and professional for him.
He was a fierce protector of his family, neigh-
bors, and friends and a true advocate for
safer, more just neighborhoods and commu-
nity service. His legacy will live on through the
people he touched—from the officers he
mentored to the people in Newark and sur-
rounding communities that he served to the
family he loved.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in celebrating his life of
public service and extend my deepest condo-
lences to his spouse, children, grandchildren,
great-grandchild, cousins, nieces and neph-
ews, and friends.

————

RECOGNIZING THE JOE CAMPOS
TORRES PLAZA DEDICATION

HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the plaza dedication in
honor of Jose “Joe” Campos Torres taking
place Saturday, April 2, 2022.

On May 5, 1977, Army veteran Joe Campos
Torres died of injuries inflicted by several on-
duty officers of the Houston Police Department
(HPD). Following a cruel, racially-motivated
beating that evening, the police officers took
him to the city jail where the jail staff refused
to process Joe due to his grave visible inju-
ries. Officers were instructed to transport him
to the hospital for medical care. Outrageously,
the officers instead pushed Joe off a wharf
into the Buffalo Bayou. Tragically, he did not
survive.
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